| ByPATRICK VERCOE | 


Kent F.A. 2, Berks and Bucks F.A. 1 
THE ALLIED Counties hopes of topping their section in the Southern 
Counties Amateur Championship now rests between Kent and Surrey. Berks 
and Bucks missed the opportunity of moving through to the quarter-finals 
with an unimaginative display at Maidstone United's ground on Saturday. 


For the. 360 spectators lt. was 
rather — similar — to — watching 
Maidstone's team in action as 
üheze. were seven United players 
jn the Kent squad. 


Berks and Bucks dore the 
chance of winning ther secion 
, outright. Now they must await 
!he outcome of Kent's visit te 
Surrey which Kent mu wir, 
and cerisinly Kent will do their 
utmoOSL 10 stay im the commpeti- 
ton, which rhey last won in 
1967, 


On the whole the over fussy 
tefereeing of Mr. M. J. Thorpe, 
who is on the Foolball League 
list as à linesman. spoill what 
€&ould have been am interesting 
contest. 


Within 60 seconds of the start 
Berks and Bucks took the lead 
before anyone really had time 
10 settle down in (heir seat. 

Wokinghum's - Rod — Harper 
waltzed into the area. following 
& forceful run, only to be 
bintanily teipped by Scott. Not 
one Kent player argued with 
Ihe referce's decision and Tony 
Horseman left Trice hopelessly 
stranded from the spot. 

The tempo was maintained at 
» fairly lively pace with Kent's 
main tactic of pumping long 
passes down ihe rniddie the 
dominating: fsctor which gave 
Slough's' John. Delaney plenty 
to deal with. 

There. were, however, some 
slarming gaps in. the Allied 
Counties defence mainly due to 
(he Jack of cencentrauion from 
wing-halves Brian Pits and 
Bobby Hatt. 

Siough's Hau locked 
-sttangely out of touch and 
could hardiy put à pass right, 
while Pits was being «on. 
rinuowsly caught too far up&eld 
at crucial momenis. 

Following heir early — set« 
back, Kent replied spiritedly 
setuüng vp a wove o! assiuli 

a 


on the Allied Counties 293 
Angel saw a fine volley rap the 
|iop of the bar while Wadyslaw 
forced Maskell to qo full length 
and push aside his &mart back- 
headei. 


HMoowas qus as weH  dhar 
Wycombe's "keeper was in razar 
sharp form for he received 
precious little cover in front of 
him, as the energetic Kent 
forwards moved around with 
enthusiasm. 

The Berks amd Bucks attack 
failed to function as a unit with 
fhe Harper brothers playing !o 
f(hemselves, Also. the — Wan- 
derers' trio. of. Worley, Baker 
and Morseman diwplayed this 
Tenidency to retain possession, 


MATCH 
DETAILS 


Kent 
(Mauidttone)? 


F.A.—M.  Frice 
M,  Ainsley 


(Chatham), B. Evans (Maid- 
arone); T. MoWhinede GShiep- 
pes), R. Scott, P. Long, G. 
Waulyslaw, 6; Osbore, M. 
Augel (Maidsuone), D. Crush 
(Ashford), D, Buxton (Ramt- 
gate). 


Berk: and Bucks F.A.— 
J. Mauskell. (WycombeY: J. 
Ford (Wokingham. D. Smirh 
(Chesham): B. Pis (Musen« 
head), J. Delaney, B. Hat 
(Stonghi: LL. Weowey, B. 
Baker (W ycombel, R. Herper- 
(Wokingham), A. Horsemarn 
(Wycombe), E. FHerper 
(M okinghom!, 

Cornmers Kent. 12, 
and Bucks f. 

Free-kicks (conceded) Kent 
I0, Berkt amd Bncks 12. 

Refescee; | Mr... M. X. 
Thorpe (East Peclham). 

Auendance; 360. 


Berks 





^n asonishing decision by 
referee Mr. Thorpe put. Kent 
on level terms: in the 38th 
minute, Osborne fighted a f1ee- 
kick towards the far post and 
Maskell, surroundec by threc 
defensive calicagues, quite 
clearly maved two paces off his 
line to pluck out Ihe danger. 
However, Mr. Thorpe haltcd 
play and awarded Kent a 
penalty, indicating hands by one 
of tbe defenders, 

The Berks aed Bucks players 
protesi were turned down and 
Evans accepted — this — golden 
chance of puifing his team back 
into the matcfi, sending Maskell 
4he wrong way 

Soon after the restart. Hat 
coniributed his one main asset 
10 the aftermoon's proceedings 
when he moved up to mcet a 
Baker cross and headed inches 
wide of the right hand post. 

Worey carved out a good 
opening for Horseman by sell- 
ing one defendet "the. dummy 
and slipping s& pass (lnside. 
Horseman moved past aaother 
defender hut Trice managed to 
hold his shot at full stretch. 

At the other end  Maskell 
committed his one blemish of 
the afternoon and so nearly 
paid a heavy price for his 
mistake. McWhianie "tried 
swetving cross from 2$ yards 
out and the "keeper was caught 
hopelessly out of position as the 
ball struck the cross-bar. 

However. no fault can be at- 
fxhed 06e Maskell for Kent's 
winner which came 18 minutes 
from time, Angel's low cross 
whipped into ihe Berks' and 
Bucks area with Hatt. positioned. 
to clear. 

But, he completely missed the 
ball and Crush gave Maskell 
no hope ffom four yards, 
although the "keeper managed 
10 get a hand to the shot but 
could not divert i from its 
path. 
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